WEEKLY RADIO REPORT BY SEN. STROM THURMOND (D-S«.), June 21, 1955

Mr. Coar:

Senator Thurmond, one of the major items the Senate

acted on this week was the 31-billion dollar Defense Appropriations
bill.

I believe the bill was finally passed by a vote of 80

to O, but in the iterim there was a flurry of debate over
whether we should reduce the regular establishment of our armed
services.

How did you stand on that controversy?

SEN. THURMOND:

I voted for the Defense Appropriations bill/

as reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee and as
recommended by the President.

This bill provides for an

appropriation of approximately $3} billion more than the
appropriation for the current year.

Included in the increased

appropriation for this year was an additional $356 million to
speed up production of long-range jet aircraft.
Senator Symington of Missouri offered an amendment
to add $46 million to prevent a reduction in Marine Corps
strength by 12,000 men.

This was the test vote in the bill.kor

determining whether further amendments would be offered to
increase defense spending by almost a half billion dollars/
to prevent similar reductions in the Army and Air Force.

I

voted against the Symington amendment, which was carried by
one vote, 40 to 39.

This vote was so close , however, that

the proponents of an expanded regular establishment did not
offer their other amendments.

They had been previously defeated

in committee by a vote of 2 to 1.
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MR . COAR:

Senator, Why did you take this position?

SEN. THURMOND:

Well, Bob, I believe that in order to ward

off war and to resist Communist aggression, our country must
remain strong economically as well as militarily .

We must

squeeze the most out of our defense dollars, expecially since
that is our government ' s biggest single expenditure .
MR. COAR:

Senator, I know you have been one of the nation's

most outspoken advocates of a large reserve force .

Does that

have anything to do with your position on defense spending?
SEN. THURMOND: That's right , Bob .

I have heretofore advocated

an expanded reserve program for two reasons :

First, more men

can be trained for a possible call to military service under the
reserve program/than could ever be given training in regular
service .

Secondly, several reservists can be trained for the

smae amount it costs to maintain one man in regular service .
Because of the fact that the committee bill would
save $46 million over the version approved by the Senate , and
because I believe this money can be used to better advantage
in the training of reservists/instead of further expansion
of the regular forces , I voted for what I believe would
provide the strongest military forces most economically.
There is one other point I wish to make about the
reduction in Marine Corps strength .

No Marines will be removed

from the service who wish to remain on active duty .
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reduction will be accomplished through the regular discharge
of personnel who have completed their tours of duty/and do not
wish to remain on active duty .
MR . COAR:

Senator, I believe the Big Four powers reached

some agreements this week/on the procedures to be followed at
the forthcoming Big Four Conference at Geneva .

Do you have

any suggestions in this regard?
SEN. THURMOND:

As we await the Big Four talks on July 18th,

we must remember the fruits of past experience .

The Russians

are the world champions in the breaking of solemn treaties and
agreements/entered into with our country and the

other nations

of the world .

We must not be lulled into a sense of security/by
the release of additional American prisoners from the Red
Chinese .

We owe no gratitude to China for this action .

In

view of the many bad experiences with the Communists , I hope
our President demands concrete evidence of good faith at Geneva .
We must not make any concessions/which might be construed to
violate any of the agreements or treaties/to which we are a
party .

We must not consent to any new agreements which have

'bhe r' p6ssi blli ty of being labeled as appeasement .

We should not

consider the admission o~Red China to the United Nations .

We

must exercise the utmost careA.n dealing with the Russians on
the subject of atomic energy .
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Finally, the United States should

insist that the meetings of the Big Four in Geneva/be open to
representatives of all news media .

Then the Soviet strategy of

propaganda would be defeated/ because they would be unable to
misrepresent the events of the conference if all the world knew
the details .

As the Big Four discuss the fate of the nations ,

the nations have a right to know what is said .
In addition to all this , Bob , we must convince the peoples
of the world who are enslaved by Communismhhat we are interested
in them , and that we shall never be content till they are
permitted self- determination .

If they realize that the tactics

of the Reds have not deceived or deterred us in our solemn
agreementsh.t will give those peoples new heart to seek their
own freedom .
We must pursue a course which will gi ve courage to all~y
showing our determination to defend democracy according to our
solemn agreements .

To pursue this course , we are forced as a

nation to remain strong both militarily and economically .

T~ ~D
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